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slowly southward along the eastern slope, followed by 
several da s of severe cold weather for the season of the 
year. Cod wave warnin s were issued for eastern 
Colorado on the inorniiig o the 3d. The warnings were 
verified in the greater pact of the area for which the 
warnings were issued. However, still lower tempera- 
tures occurred in eastern Colorado on the mornings of the 
6th and 7th, several stations reporting the lowest t,eni- 
peratures of record for Mn.rch.- Frdevicx' 1V. Brist. 

San Francisco Forecast Distm'et,-The pressure dis tri- 
bution over the Pacific Slope during March showed a 
marked change from that of the two preceding months. 
The hitherto revalent high areas oTer the Rocky 

areas moving in over British C,olumbia, and the Pacific 
HIQH moved southward and impinged on the southern 
Ore on and California c.oasts. 

&is pressure distribution was nearer the normal 
seasonal condition than had obtained heretofore this 
winter and preci itation occurred oftener and in reater 

western Idaho, northern Nevada, and California, escept 
on the extreme north coast, the precipitat.ion was above 
normal, the excess being greatest in the San Joaquin 
valley and southern California. In  those sections where 
the precipitation was. below the average, the amounts 
were greater than in either of the two preceding months. 
The snowfall on the ground in the mountain regions 
remains much below the average. 

The temperature was generally slightly below normd 
in all sections, and there were no marked warm or cold 
sp el 1s. 

On 11 days warnings were issued for light to heavy 
frosts in portions of California.. The warnings were 
generally verXed, but tshe frosts were not severe enough 
to cause serious damage. 

Stom warnings were issued 15 times during the month 
and in most instances were verified. 

On the 21st and 22d frequent reports were received by 
radio from the S. S. Mmoa., a t  that time in a severe 
storm about 500 to GOO miles off the central California 
coast. The reports were of eat assistance in deter- 

at  that time making its appearance on the coast.-G. H. 
Willson * 

P P 

Mountain and 8 lateau regions gave way to frequent low 

amounts throug .I: out this district. I n  eastern &regon, 

mining the estent and proba %l- le duration of the storm 

RIVERS AND FLOODS, MARCH, 1920. 

By ALFRED J. HENBY. Meterologist in Charge. 
[Weather Bureau, River and Flood Di~ision. Washington, Apr. 30,1920.1 

March is preeminently the month of maximum flood 
frequency east of the 100th meridian and the current 
month was no exception, although it may be said that 
there was no severe and widespread flood in any part of 
the country.' 

At the beginnin of the month the'snow cover in the 

of very considerable depth and by reason of the prevail- 
ing low temperature of the preceding months it was well 
packed and contained a lar e water content. The pres- 

, ence of this great snow bla%et which ranged from 10 to 
15 inches in depth over northern Pennsylvania and New 

wintea 1019-m, p. 158. 

Northern Middle B tlantic States and New England was 

1For note on conditions in the West, sea "The snowfall in the Western States. 
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York increasing to between 2 and 3 feet over New 
England and the near approach of thawing weather was 
t,he cause of some alarm in many localities. As often 
happens in the case of well-packed snow, the flood 
menace is not great; in this case the flood waters from 
the melting snow and moderate rains passed down the 
s trea.ms generally without special incident. 

There were rather frequent short eriods of rain with 

a t  no sin le time did the elements combine to cause dis- 

The rivers of eastern Pennsulvania reached flood stage 
oil the 5th and 6th as the result of thawing weather and 
rain coupled with the breaking up of the ice. The mills 
of Manayunk, Philadel hia were obliged to remove 
perishable goods from t i e  drst floor of their establish- 
ments and to sus end operations for two days on account 

the ice in the streams of eastern New York and eastern 
Pennsylvania. Many ice orgea were formed and there 
was more or less local floofing as a result. The Hudson 
a t  Albany and Troy passed above the flood stage on 
several occasions during the month and remained close 
t.o flood sta.ge a t  the end of the month. 

The ice broke up in the Connecticut on the closing 
days of the month, startin on White River on the 25th. 
There was more or less iooding of the lowlands and 
damage that could not be prevented. The Connecticut 
at  Hartford remained in flood until April 9. 

The Susquehanna of Pennsulvania and New York 
after an unusually long icebound period began to break 
11 in the upper tributaries in Pennsylvania as early as 

13th. The principal flood occurred on the 13th and 14th. 
Moderate rain floods occurred in the streams of the 

South Atlantic and East Gulf drainage, also on the 
upper Trinity of the West Gulf drainage. 

In the Great L,akes drainage the ma ority of the 

ana reached flood stages during the period 12th to 17th. 
In the upper Mississi pi drainage in Wisconsin ancl 

near the end of the month. The heavy rain of the 25th. 
and %th, together with the runoff from melting snow, 
caused a sharp rise in the streams, which crested with 
slightly above flood stages on the closing da s of the 
month. The crest of the flood in the upper dississippi 
cm the 31st was below Reeds, Minn. 

Tiit; JIi-ss-issippi pmpcr.-As above indicated the spring 
rise had set in at  the close of the month and there was 
also a moderate flood in the river below the mouth of the 
Missouri. The u per tributaries of the Ohio were in 

again on the 13th. By the time flood waters of the last 
nanied had reached the lower reaches of the streams 
heavy rains owr Kentucky and Tennessee caused floods 
in the rivers of those States which synchronizing with 
hioh wat,er in the main river as well as in the Mississip i 

Cairo gage on the 31st. On that date the Mississippi 
was in flood from below Reeds, Minn., to Arkansas City, 
Ark. The subsequent history of thh Mississippi flood 
belongs to the record of April. 

demperatures above freezing in nor t% ern watersheds but 

astrous d oods. 

f of hi h water. 1 bout a week later a shorts ell of warm 
weat, a er attended by rain started a general re& up of 

t f e 6th and was clear of ice down to Harrisburg by the 

streams in'lower Michigan ancl northern 0 jh io and Iricli- 

Minnesot.a the streams B id not attain flood stages until 

flood, some as em f y as the 6th and practically all of them 

below St. Louis resulted in a st,age of 51.5 feet on t f e 


